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SUBJECT: PROTEST ON SAGIRASHVILI CASE 
REFERENCE: (A) USIA 0862, (B) MOSCOW 0446 

1 . P&C COUNSELOR BENSON CALLED AT CHAMBER JANUARY 13 TO REGISTER 
STRONG DISPLEASURE OVER SAGIRASHVILI INCIDENT. IN ABSENCE OF 
OGANESYAN (WHO IS SICK WITH FLU), CHAMBER WAS REPRESENTED BY 
OGANESYAN'S DEPUTY, G. N. SOLNTSEV; GOTSOULIAK AND PETROVA 
WERE ALSO PRESENT. 

2. BENSON RELATED DIFFICULTIES WHICH SAGIRASHVILI HAD 
ENCOUNTERED, INCLUDING ATTACKS ON HIS FATHER, CHARACTERIZING 
ACTIONS BY ALLEGEDLY IRATE SOVIET CITIZENS AS "ORGANIZED AND 
PRIMITIVE BEHAVIOR." HE EMPHASIZED THAT SITUATION COULD 
OBVIOUSLY HAVE BEEN PREVENTED OR CONTROLLED BY SOVIET AUTHORITIES 
BUT WAS'T; INSTEAD, IT APPEARED TO BE SPECIFIC CAMPAIGN TO 
"TORMENT" SAGIRASHVILI, SOMETHING MORE ATUNE TO A STATE OF 
AFFAIRS ASSOCIATED WITH THE 1905'S AND NOT THE 1970'S. 

SENSIBLE PEOPLE SAID BENSON, MUST BELIEVE THAT 
SOMETHING LIKE THIS NEVER SHOULD HAVE HAPPENED AND THAT 
CALMER AND MORE REASONABLE APPROACH DEFINITELY NEEDED. 
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3. PARTICULAR DISAPPOINTMENT WAS EXPRESSED THAT CHAMBER, 

WHICH SHOULD ACT AS EXHIBIT'S BUFFER WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES 
AND ORGANIZATIONS AND SHOULD SEEK TO CONTROL AND MINIMIZE 
UNPLEASANT SITUATIONS, FAILED TO PLAY ANY POSITIVE ROLE 

IN THIS INCIDENT. 

4. SOLNTSEV RESPONDED WITH EXPRESSION OF REGRET, BUT SAID HE 
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WAS HEARING OF MATTER FOR FIRST TIME. NO NEGATIVE THING LIKE 
THIS. HE SAID, CAN BE IN OUR MUTUAL INTEREST. SOLNTSEV 
OFFERES SPUR-OF-THE-MOMENT RATIONALIZATIONS THAT PROBLEMS 
RESULTED EITHER FROM INTENSE GEORGIAN PATRIOTISM AND 
EMOTIONALISM OR FROM "DISSIDENTS TRYING TO SPOIL ATMOSPHERE." 
HE DID MAKE RATHER POINTED OBSERVATION, HOWEVER, THAT "WE ARE 
A PATRIOTIC NATION" AND THAT SOVIETS STILL FEEL DEEPLY ABOUT 
VARYING ALLEGIANCES DURING WORLD WAR TWO ("THERE ARE STILL 
WAR CRIMES TRIALS GOING ON 35 YEARS AFTER THE WAR"). PERHAPS 
HE VENTURED, "IT WAS NOT WISE TO SEND SUCH A GUIDE. IT IS JUST 
MUCH FODDER FOR THOSE WHO WANT TO DREDGE UP OLD ANTAGONISMS. 

5. BENSON REITERATED THAT ISSUE WAS TREATMENT ACCORDED 
SAGIRASHVILI, AND NOT LATTER'S FATHER'S LIFE STORY: "THIS IS 
NOT A DISCUSSION OF BLOOD, FATHERS, AND GUILT." SOLNETSOV 
ENDED EXCHANGE WITH FURTHER EXPRESSION OF REGRET AND IN 
UNUSUAL MOVE (FOR CHAMBER) SAID: "WE ARE BOTH UPSET ABOUT 
THIS. WE WILL TRY TO FIND OUT FROM OUR END WHAT HAPPENED AND 
WE SHOULD MEET AGAIN ON THIS." 
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